Romeo and Juliet

Act I Study Questions

1. Why did Sampson want to start a fight with the Montagues? 

2. How did Sampson start the fight? 

3. What was Benvolio’s reaction to the fight? 

4. What was Tybalt’s reaction to the fight? 

5. What did Prince Escalus say would happen if Montague and Capulet ever disturbed peace again? 

6. Why is Romeo sad? 

7. What does Benvolio propose as the cure to Romeo’s problem? 

8. Why does Count Paris visit Capulet? 

9. What agreement do Paris and Capulet make about Juliet? Does Juliet know about this agreement? 

10. How does Romeo find out about the Capulet’s party? 

11. Why does Benvolio want Romeo to go to the party? 

12. Why does Romeo want to go to the party? 

13. How old is Juliet? 

14. What day is Juliet’s birthday? 

15. What Capulet recognizes Romeo at the party and wants to kill him? 

16. Who attends the party with Romeo? 

17. What is Romeo’s feeling about their attending the dance? 

18. What is Capulet’s reaction when finding out Romeo is at the party? 

19. Why do Capulet and Tybalt quarrel at the party? 

20. What is the first thing that Romeo does when he meets Juliet? 

Act II
1. After the Capulet’s ball, why does Romeo run away from Bevbolio and Mercutio?

2. Who overhears Juliet speaking aloud of her love for Romeo?

3. Why does Juliet say she does not want Romeo to swear by the moon?

4. What does Juliet tell Romeo that he should deny?

5. Before parting, the young lovers decide to do what?

6. What does Romeo ask Friar Laurence to do?

7. How does Friar Laurence react to Romeo’s request?

8. Why does Friar Laurence change his mind?

9. Who agrees to perform the marriage for Romeo and Juliet?

10. What does Tybalt send to Romeo’s house?

11. What do Benvolio and Mercutio assume is contained in the letter?

12. What does Mercutio think would be the outcome of a fight between Romeo and Tybalt?

13. How does Mercutio act towards the Nurse?

14. Why is the Nurse skeptical about Romeo?

15. Who carries the message about the wedding plans from Romeo to Juliet?

16. What does the nurse talk about instead of telling Juliet what she wants to know?

17. What is the nurse’s news when she finally tells Juliet?

18. How does the nurse feel about Juliet marrying Romeo?

19. What excuse does Juliet use for going to Friar Laurence’s cell?

20. How does Romeo plan on getting into Juliet’s room?

Act III
1. Why is Tybalt looking for Romeo?

2. Describe how Mercutio acts towards Tybalt.

3. How does Romeo feel about fighting Tybalt? Why?

4. How is Mercutio injured?

5. Why does Mercutio curse both of the families?

6. Why does Romeo change his mind about fighting Tybalt?

7. What is the outcome of the fight?

8. How does Romeo feel about the outcome?
9. What punishment does Romeo receive from the Prince?

10. What does Romeo say he would prefer to his punishment?

11. What three things does Friar Laurence tell Romeo to do?

12. How long do Romeo and Juliet have together before he leaves?

13. Who says that Juliet should go ahead and marry Paris?

14. In speaking to her mother, what excuse does Juliet use for the fact that she’s crying?

15. What does Lady Capulet say about Romeo in her discussion with Juliet?

16. What is Juliet’s when she’s told to marry Paris?

17. What does Capulet threaten to do if Juliet will not marry Paris?

18. What advice does the nurse give to Juliet regarding her present situation?

19. How does Juliet outwardly react to the Nurse’s advice? What are her true feelings?

20. Where does Juliet go immediately after the conversation with the nurse?

1. Who is visiting Friar Laurence when Juliet arrives?

2. How does Juliet act when she sees the visitor?

3. Paris thinks that Juliet is upset about Tybalt’s death, but what is the real reason?

4. What does Juliet threaten to do if she is forced to marry Paris?

5. What is Friar Laurence’s plan?

6. How long will the potion last?

7. How will Romeo be notified of the plan?

8. What lie does Juliet tell to her father?

9. What change does Lord Capulet make in the wedding plans?

10.  Why does Juliet think that the Friar may have given her actual poison?

11. What else makes Juliet apprehensive about drinking the potion?

12. Who takes charge of the preparations for the wedding?

13. Why does the nurse scold Lord Capulet?

14. Who tries to wake Juliet and notifies others that she’s dead?
15. Who does Lord Capulet say will be his son-in-law now?

16. What does Lady Capulet say Death has taken from her?

17. What does Paris say Death has cheated him out of?

18. Why does Friar Laurence say that the family should find some solace?

19. What is the example of comic relief in Act IV?

20. Friar Laurence’s proposal that Juliet will “die” on her wedding day is an example of what literary device?

Act V

1. Romeo’s servant Balthasar arrives in Mantua with what news for Romeo?

2. What two commands does Romeo give to Balthasar?

3. What might Romeo have written in the letter to his father?

4. What does Romeo obtain from a poor apothecary?

5. What caused a delay for Friar John in delivering Friar Laurence’s letter?

6. What does Friar Laurence plan to do since Romeo didn’t receive the letter?

7. Why is Count Paris at the Capulet tomb?

8. Wht two reasons does Romeo have for going into Juliet’s tomb?

9. What is the REAL reason Romeo is going to the tomb?

10. Why does Romeo kill Paris?

11. What last request does Romeo grant for Paris?

12. Why is Romeo surprised when he sees Juliet?

13. What does Romeo do when he says, “Here’s to my love!”?
14. Who does the Friar encounter when he arrived outside the tomb?

15. Who does Friar Laurence see in the tomb when he enters it?

16. Where does Friar Laurence tell Juliet that he would take her?

17. Why does Friar Laurence leave the tomb without Juliet?

18. What does Juliet do once she realizes that Romeo is dead?

19. Who tells the truth of all of the events to the families and the Prince?

20. What do the two families vow to build? Why?

