The Odyssey: Elements of the Epic Poem
Define the following terms and find an example of each as you read The Odyssey.
Epic Hero: ________________________________________________________________________________


Example: (p. # 1047) _______________________________________________________________________

Epic: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Example: _______________________________________________________________________

Epic simile: _______________________________________________________________________________

Example: (p. #____) _______________________________________________________________________

Flashback: ________________________________________________________________________________
Example: (p. #____) _______________________________________________________________________

Epithets: Epithets are short, stock adjectives or adjectival phrases that define a distinctive quality of a person or thing.

In The Odyssey, epithets reoccur often.  Some of the epithets that appear in the first few books of the poem include:


sea-hollowed caves


wine-dark sea


many-minded Odysseus


cloud-gathering Zeus


rosy-fingered dawn

These epithets helped the “rhapsodes” (singers of tales) remember the poem’s lines during a performance and provided the audience with snapshot descriptions of characters in settings (of which there were many).

ACTIVITY

Make up epithets for someone in each of the following categories:


A friend: __________________________________________________

A teacher at McKinney Boyd: _____________________________________________________

A coach: _________________________________________________________________

A movie star: ______________________________________________________________

Summarize each Section of Part 1 and Part 2 of The Odyssey
Sailing from Troy ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Lotus-Eaters

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Cyclops

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Land of the Dead

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Sirens

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Scylla and Charybdis

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Cattle of the Sun God

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Part 2

The Return of Odysseus

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Argus

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Suitors

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Penelope

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Challenge

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Odysseus’ Revenge

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Penelope’s Test

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
“I am Laertes’ son, Odysseus, men hold me formidable for guile in peace and war.”








